Elvis World

Special Section

Restaurant Reviews

Marlowe’s. 4381 EP Blvd. 332-4159.  1 mile south of Graceland’s gates. Ultra-friendly staff. The “home away from home” of Elvis fans, plus the unofficial off-campus meeting place for Graceland’s staff.  Excellent BBQ and burgers (try the Elvis burger!); and salads so large they feed 2 people. Marlowe’s provides FREE transportation (by pink Cadillac limousine) to and from all Graceland-area hotels. We’ve never had a bad meal there and over 22 years have eaten every item on the menu at least once! Open 4 p.m. to 3 a.m.
Anna’s Steakhouse. 6963 Summer Ave. 383-9989. Besides having some of the most mouth-watering (and huge!) steaks in town, Anna Hamilton’s place serves as a virtual Humes High School & Elvis museum. Photos & memorabilia of both pack the place. Elvis movies are constantly shown and Elvis music is the only thing played in the place!  Bar drinks are Elvis-themed. 
It’s WAY out, so plan on an hour’s roundtrip from Graceland area. (I-40 to Whitten Road, left to Summer, right to Anna’s.) Reservations highly recommended on Fridays, Saturdays. 
Breakfast

Blue Plate.  5469 Poplar.  761-9696. Out east. Near I-240 and Poplar. A tastier, more economical breakfast you will not find in the USA.  My favorite is the 3-egg omelet, 3 pancakes, 3 biscuits and gravy, with a bowl of grits (yummy) for about $5.45. You won’t need to eat lunch!  Blue Plate also all-you-can-eat Catfish on Friday-Saturday nights. 

Meat & 3 Restaurants

(All old-time Southern dishes from original recipes.)

Dale’s.  1226 Stateline Rd, Southaven MS. 393-2060.  About 2 miles south of Graceland, between EP Blvd. and I-55. Country cookin’.

Cupboard.  1400 Union.  276-8015. One block east of Methodist Hospital (where Gladys died).  Great cornbread. Southern veggie plate with match anyone’s.  
Bar-B-Q & Burgers
(Memphis is the “BBQ Capital of the World!” The Rendezvous and Corky’s are the touristy places, but if you want the real thing . . .)

Cozy Corner, 745 N. Parkway. 527-9158. (Near Lauderdale Courts & St. Jude Children’s Hospital.)  Ain’t no finer.  Either the ribs or BBQ plate, or even try the BBQ baloney (one of E’s favorites). A hint:  Don’t ask for Hot sauce on your BBQ!  Lunch only.

Payne’s. 1762 Lamar. 272-1523.  Tiny hole in the wall, not far from Libertyland. If there’s a better BBQ sandwich in the world, please tell us.  Been munching Mrs. Payne’s BBQ sandwiches since 1962. Get ‘em as takeouts back to your hotel; or to an event.

Neely’s. 670 Jefferson. 521-0798.  Try the BBQ pork plate, or the BBQ spaghetti plate. Large portions served at medium prices.  Near EP Trauma Center.

Central BBQ.  2249 Central. 272-9377. Practically across street from Libertyland.  Meat on ribs SO tender it slides off the bone. Wet & dry. BBQ plate plentiful.  Sauce tends a bit toward sweet side. Great!

Kudzu. 603 Monroe. 525-4924.  Just around the corner from Sun Studio.  Could possibly be serving the tastiest burgers in town right now. Also, great salads and lunch specials. Friendly tavern atmosphere.

Steak

The Butcher Shop. 101 S. Front. 521-0856.  You can select your cuts (of T-bone, New York strip, filet mignon, etc) and have two choices: (1) cook it yourself over the coals; or (2) pay the chefs $1 and they will grill them for you.  Monday nights are 2-for-1.  Each steak is about 14 oz.  A secret:  Overdose the meat with the secret Wham sauce! (Hint: Cook filets 20 minutes for best medium taste.)  Semi-expensive. 
ETHNIC RESTAURANTS

Pete & Sam’s. 3886 Park. 458-0694. (Italian)  Near E’s house on Audubon. Thin-crust pizzas. Tastiest pasta dishes in town. Even great filets, if you want steak. Sammy has been feeding me, my family, and friends since 1955! Can’t get enough!  And Elvis used to eat at P&S, as well. Dinner only.

Dino’s Grill.  645 N. McLean. 278-9127. (Italian). Just north of Overton Park Shell.  Great spaghetti & ravioli, but my favorite is the 3-Way: Spaghetti, chili and hot tamales.  Hefty portions. Virtual WW2 museum in non-smoker’s room. 

Guadalupana.  4818 Summer Ave. 685-6857.  When you walk in and find you are one of the very few gringos there, you KNOW this is authentic Mexican!  Burritos as large as footballs. Excellent plate lunches. Vegetarian, also. 

India Palace. 1720 Poplar. 278-1199. Right across from Burke’s Bookstore — no relation! Fantastic lunch buffet with many choices — both vegetarian and meat selections. 

Very popular with the university crowd and Midtown residents.  Not far from St. Jude and Overton Park.
Saigon Le.  51 N. Cleveland. 276-5326.  Vietnamese.  (Not far from Methodist Hospital and EP Trauma Center.) Had they had food like this in Vietnam when I served over there, I would have re-enlisted!  And lots of it.  We’re always going home with doggy bags.  Veggie soup, spring rolls (filled with veggies and shrimp or pork) and Saigon Le fried rice are my favorites.  Many seafood, pork, beef, chicken and vegetarian dinners.

Panda Garden. (Formerly Formosa.) 3735 Summer. 323-4819. Voted Memphis’ #1 Chinese year after year.  (Not far north of UM).  Large selection. Tasty egg rolls and soups. Especially like the Moo Shoo dishes (pork, beef, chicken wrapped in pancakes).

Bhan Thai.  1324 Peabody. 272-2048.  (Just behind Methodist Hospital where Gladys died.)  Thai food is some of the tastiest cuisine in all the world. Owner Molly Smith has outdone herself in creating a scrumptuous Thai menu (including appetizers and desserts). Comfortable outdoor patio for evening dining. 

Casablanca. 2156 Young. (725-8558)  In the popular Cooper-Young area, near Libertyland. Middle Eastern. Lamb schawarma on pita bread absolutely delicious. A “Middle East Big Mac” is a tasty veggie sandwich on pita. Chicken, beef and fish entrees on menu. We love this place!
Dan McGuinness Pub. Peabody Place. 527-8500.  (Just behind Peabody Hotel.)  Authentic feel of an Irish pub, right down to the fish ‘n chips, the great Irish stew & brew, Irish music at night.

Sandwich Shop

Fresh Slices Sidewalk Café & Deli. 1525 Overton Park.  725-1001. The most exciting new restaurant to open in Memphis in ages! 4 blocks west of Overton Park Shell. Great eclectic menu. Great portions. Great medium prices. Wide selections of beer and wine. Burgers, tamales, steak, fish, soups, salads – the whole shebang !!  
A Shade Above

Medium-Priced

Paulette’s. 2110 Madison. 726-5128.  (In Overton Square.) European flavor, both in menu and ambiance. In Overton Square. Crepes and pork tenderloin are fantastic. The chocolate crepe ice cream is the finest dessert in all of Memphis. (And only 6,000 or so calories!) Let yourself go just this once! Connie & I have our anniversary dinners there every year.
Jarrett’s, 5689 Quince. 763-2264. Out east. Dinners range $30-40, but this is a dining experience worth paying for! Fish specialties (mahi mahi covered with a crab sauce excellent), meats, pasta (smoked trout ravioli). Artichoke salad a great starter. And mocha crème caramel a great ender.  

Brew Pub

Bosco’s Squared. 2120 Madison.  432-2222. In Overton Square, next to Paulette’s.  Wonderful wood-oven pizzas, salads, sandwiches, entrees.  I love the blackened grouper sandwich!! And great beer brewed on the premises, of course!  Eat here, then take in a movie at Studio on the Square right behind the restaurant.

Pizza

Broadway Pizza. 2581 Broad. 454-7930.  Heavily Elvis-themed inside, including an Elvis karate belt given to the Indian princess manager, who studied karate with E.  It’s Broadway Super Special pizza is the largest in town and will feed four easily.  Dutch fans have said this is the best pizza in town.  Minutes from Overton Park Shell to the east.

In Tupelo, Miss.

Vanelli’s Papa Restaurant. 1302 N. Gloster. (662-844-4410).  Drive down main (away from EP 
Birthplace) to Gloster, turn right. About 2 miles on right past Milan Jr. High. Fantastic salad bar.  All-you-can-eat buffet of Italian and Greek specialties. Tell owner Bill Vanelli that EW sent you & maybe he will serenade you with guitar.

Harvey’s. 424 S. Gloster (662-842-6763). Slightly upscale. Great sandwiches, steaks. Same directions (as above), except turn left on Gloster.  About 2nd traffic light on left, just past McDonald’s. 

Barnhill’s. 803 S. Gloster. (662-844-0755). A little past Harvey’s, on right. Best of all-you-can-eat outlets in the area! About 8 tables of food, plus soft ice cream.

NOTES

Most of these restaurants are open for lunch and dinner. All accept major credit cards.  

(To our European fans:  Tips are not included in U. S. restaurant bills. Be sure to leave at least a 15% tip on the table for service we know you don’t get in Europe!)  

We have tried, within reason, listing restaurants that are not only local, and moderate in price, but also are 

within a reasonable distance of an Elvis site you may be visiting anyhow. 

ELVIS WORLD

Serving Elvis fans around the world since 1986. Not only does EW try to bring you the latest, factual Elvis news first, plus rare, rare photos, but we are forever trying to help Elvis fans enjoy Memphis – our hometown.  It’s a wonderful city, once you get to know it, as I do, and as Elvis did.  

We try to help fans find affordable hotel rooms; affordable rental cars; and for years we’ve been pointing the fans toward some truly great, if unknown (to outsiders),  Memphis restaurants.

EW publisher Bill E. Burk was the first journalist to win the Memphis Convention & Visitors Bureau plaque for promoting the city of Memphis to its visitors. For 22 years he was the restaurant reviewer for the Memphis Press-Scimitar and a good write-up in his column assured restaurants of packed houses.  

If you’re in town, no matter the time of year, give us a ring:

327-1128

Maybe we can get together for a cup of coffee . . . or an Elvis burger!

Bon Appetit, Y’all !

